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one brought about by, and based upon, the assumption
of power by the " proletariat" in all countries.

The offensive was duly launched on July 1, and the
Russian troops fought with their customary courage,
despite their acute war-weariness and lack of equipment.
Few events in the war were more tragic than this last
Allied offensive on the Eastern Front, carried out by men
whose one desire was for peace and a return home, and of
whom, in many cases, only one in six or eight possessed a
rifle. By sheer impetus they achieved a not inconsiderable
advance, and, within the first twenty-four hours, had
captured more than 36,000 prisoners.

Yet there were many units who would not attack, who
flung down their rifles and stood sullenly with folded arms,
while their officers, threats and prayers alike proving use-
less, spat at the silent men and went towards the enemy
alone. The poison was already at work.

The offensive neither surprised nor discouraged the
German High Command, and when they began their
counter-attack on July 19 it was apparent how greatly
the Russian morale had suffered. Bolshevik agents ap-
peared in every division and the success of their work was
only too clear; regiment after regiment revolted, murdered
its officers, and then hesitated, not knowing what to do next.
The front was paralysed. The German advance gave the
last touch to the disintegration which the Bolshevik agita-
tion had initiated. The effect was ghastly. A panic spread
in the ranks of an army already in a state of dissolution.
There was scarcely any question of resistance. The retreat
paralysed even the will of those individual units which were

June 11 he wrote to Ludendorff that the moment had arrived for the
conclusion of an armistice. Both the Foreign Office and the General
Staff were warned to be in readiness for the formal opening of negotia-
tions, but when the final preparations for the July offensive were com-
pleted these tentative feelers were speedily withdrawn. (Cf. Hoffmann,
ii. 169-170; Mathias Erzberger, Erlebnisse m Weltkrieg (Berlin, 1920),
pp. 237-239.)